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Introduction

B Introduction to TKT - a test of professional
knowledge for English language teachers

TKT is the new test about teaching English to speakers of
other languages. It aims to increase teachers’ confidence and
enhance job prospects by focusing on the core teaching
knowledge needed by teachers of primary, secondary or adult
learners, anywhere in the world. This new award will help you
to understand:

e different methodologies for teaching

¢ the ‘language of teaching’

e the ways in which resources can be used
¢ the key aspects of lesson planning

¢ classroom management methods for different needs.

TKT has three core modules:

B Module 1 - Language and background to language
learning and teaching

e Describing language and language skills
e Background to language teaching

e Background to language learning.

B Module 2 - Planning lessons and use of resources
for language teaching

¢ Planning and preparing a lesson or sequence of lessons

e Selection and use of resources and materials.

B Module 3 - Managing the teaching and learning
process

e Teachers’ and learners’ language in the classroom

¢ (Classroom management.

A detailed handbook for TKT is available to download from
www.CambridgeESOL.org/TKT and includes full sample
papers for each module. The website also includes detailed
Teaching Resources for tutors who are helping candidates to
prepare for TKT and a glossary of teaching terms.

A dedicated textbook The TKT Course is published by
Cambridge University Press.

An overview of TKT

B The aims of TKT

e to test candidates’ knowledge of concepts related to
language, language use and the background to and
practice of language teaching and learning

e to provide an easily accessible test about teaching
English to speakers of other languages, which is
prepared and delivered to international standards, and
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could be used by candidates to access further training,
and enhance career opportunities

e to encourage teachers in their professional development
by providing a step in a developmental framework of
awards for teachers of English.

B TKT candidature

TKT is suitable for teachers of English in primary, secondary
or adult teaching contexts and is intended for an
international audience of non-first language or first language
teachers of English.

Candidates taking TKT will normally have some experience of
teaching English to speakers of other languages. TKT may also
be taken by:

e pre-service teachers
e teachers who wish to refresh their teaching knowledge

e teachers who are moving to teaching English after
teaching another subject.

TKT candidates are expected to be familiar with language
relating to the practice of ELT. A non-exhaustive list of
teaching terminology is provided in the TKT Glossary, which
can be found on our website: www.CambridgeESOL.org/TKT

Content of TKT

B TKT content outline

TKT consists of three modules. For each module, candidates
are required to answer 80 questions by selecting a letter for
the correct answer. As TKT tests candidates’ knowledge of
teaching rather than their proficiency in the English language
or their performance in classroom situations, candidates are
not required to listen, speak or produce extended writing
when taking TKT.

B TKT overview

Module | Title Timing Test format
1 Language and 1 hour 20 minutes | Three parts with
background to 80 objective

language learning
and teaching

format questions

2 Lesson planning | 1 hour 20 minutes | Two parts with
and use of 80 objective
resources for questions

language teaching

3 Managing the 1 hour 20 minutes | Two parts with
teaching and 80 objective
learning process questions




MODULE 1

Language and background to language learning and teaching

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Module format Module 1 consists of three parts.

Timing 1 hour 20 minutes

No. of questions 80

Task types Objective tasks, such as one-to-one matching; 3/4/5-option matching;

3-option multiple choice and odd one out.

Answer format For all parts of this module, candidates indicate their answers by shading
the correct lozenges on their answer sheets.
Candidates should use a pencil and mark their answers firmly.
Candidates should use an eraser to rub out any answer they wish to change.

Marks Each question carries one mark.

B Syllabus

This module tests candidates’ knowledge of terms and concepts common in English language teaching. It also focuses on the
factors underpinning the learning of English and knowledge of the range and functions of the pedagogic choices the teacher
has at his/her disposal to cater for these learning factors.

Module 1 example questions
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At the beginning of the lesson, we got into groups and talked about an interesting newspaper

article that we had read.
The teacher gave us roles such as ‘film star’ or ‘sports star’ and we had to role play a party in

which we chatted to each other.
We had to ask our partner five questions about their abilities, using ‘can’, e.g. Can you swim?

The teacher read out some sentences, some of which were correct and some incorrect. We

The teacher gave us word prompts such as ‘cinema’ and ‘friends’, and we had to say them in
had to shout out ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong'.

sentences using the past simple, e.g. ‘We went to the cinema’; ‘We visited some friends’.
We listened to a recording of two people talking about their hobbies, then did a gap-fill

comprehension task.
We had a discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of the internet.

For questions 67-73, match the classroom activities with the types of speaking practice listed
Classroom activities

A, BorC.
Mark the correct letter (A, B or C) on your answer sheet.

]
]
]
]
]

MODULE 2

Lesson planning and use of resources for language teaching

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Module format Module 2 consists of two parts.

Timing 1 hour 20 minutes

No. of questions 80

Task types Objective tasks, such as one-to-one matching; 3/4/5-option matching;

sequencing; 3-option multiple choice and odd one out.

Answer format For all parts of this module, candidates indicate their answers by shading
the correct lozenges on their answer sheets.
Candidates should use a pencil and mark their answers firmly.
Candidates should use an eraser to rub out any answer they wish to change.

Marks Each question carries one mark.

B Syllabus

This module focuses on what teachers consider and do while planning their teaching of a lesson or series of lessons. Teaching
in this context is intended also to refer to assessment. It focuses too on the linguistic and methodological reference resources
that are available to guide teachers in their lesson planning as well as on the range and function of materials and teaching aids
that teachers could consider making use of in their lessons. Knowledge of any particular book is not required.

TEACHING KNOWLEDGE TEST



Module 2 example questions
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MODULE 3

Managing the teaching and learning process

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Module format Module 3 consists of two parts.

Timing 1 hour 20 minutes

No. of questions 80

Task types Objective tasks, such as one-to-one matching; 3/4/5-option matching;

3-option multiple choice and odd one out.

Answer format For all parts of this module, candidates indicate their answers by shading
the correct lozenges on their answer sheets.
Candidates should use a pencil and mark their answers firmly.
Candidates should use an eraser to rub out any answer they wish to change.

Marks Each question carries one mark.

W Syllabus

This module tests candidates’ knowledge of what happens in the classroom in terms of the language used by the teacher or
learners, the roles the teacher can fulfil and the ways in which the teacher can manage and exploit classroom events and

interaction.

Module 3 example questions

Functions
A checking understanding

B emphasising word stress
C drilling

D checking instructions

E monitoring

F eliciting

G organising pairwork

H nominating

Teachers’ classroom language

2
For questions 1-7, match the examples of teachers’ classroom language with their functions listed

A-H.
E I’'m really full, I've just eaten a big lunch. Am | hungry now?
- Let's have a look. Yes, that's great. Now try the next one.

E Tell me three adjectives beginning with the letter ‘C’.
E Just listen to how | say it — poTAtoes.
IE‘ Okay, discuss it with your partner now, please.

. Listen, | like playing football, repeat everyone, | like playing football.
IZ‘ Maria — collect the books, please.

Mark the correct letter (A-H) on your answer sheet.
There is one extra option which you do not need to use.

n TEACHING KNOWLEDGE TEST
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PLANNER (chooses materials and/or methodology before the course or lesson)

MANAGER (manages students and activities during class time)
PROVIDER (gives expert information about target language)
DIAGNOSTICIAN (finds out the needs and interests of students)

Teacher roles
A
B
C
D

For questions 41-49, match the teacher activities with the teacher roles listed A, B, C or D.

Mark the correct letter (A, B, C or D) on your answer sheet.

You need to use some options more than once.

n The teacher puts students into groups of three for a role-play.
n The teacher asks a noisy student to speak more quietly.

While students write a story, the teacher walks round the class helping students who make

errors or ask for new words.
The teacher wants to identify gaps in their knowledge so she asks students to brainstorm

crime vocabulary.
The teacher gives students a questionnaire in order to find out more about their learning

styles and preferences.

n The teacher finds a video to fit into the topic of the unit.

H The teacher decides which coursebook activities will fit into the time available for the lesson.

n The teacher invites students to suggest topics for course content.
n The teacher introduces the present perfect continuous.

TKT test administration
B Modular structure

TKT has three modules. These can be taken together in one
examination session or separately, in any order, over three

sessions.
B Entry procedure

Candidates must enter through an authorised Cambridge
ESOL Centre. A list of Cambridge ESOL Examination Centres is
available from Cambridge ESOL online at
www.CambridgeESOL.org/TKT

Institutions wishing to become Cambridge ESOL Examination
Centres should contact the Centre Registration Unit at
Cambridge ESOL.

Grading and results
B Grading

Each module is free-standing. Candidates receive a certificate
for each module they take.

Each question carries one mark, so the maximum mark for
each module is 80. Candidate performance is reported using
four bands.

TEACHING KNOWLEDGE TEST

Band | A candidate at this level demonstrates

1 limited knowledge of TKT content areas

2 basic, but systematic knowledge of TKT content areas

3 breadth and depth of knowledge of TKT content areas

4 extensive knowledge of TKT content areas

Our trialling research indicates that for a candidate to achieve
TKT Band 3, a score of at least 45-50 marks (out of 80) is
required.

The reporting of results for TKT is subject to ongoing research.
Further guidance on the interpretation of results will be issued
in the future.

B Notification of results

Certificates are despatched to Centres approximately two
weeks after receipt of answer sheets by Cambridge ESOL.
Please note that despatch of candidates’ certificates will be
delayed if they need Special Consideration or are suspected of
malpractice.




Support for TKT Candidates Where can candidates enrol?

Your Cambridge ESOL Local Secretary can give you

[
al'ld COIII'SE pI'OVIdeI'S information about Centres where the examination is taken.

Candidates enrol through local Centres, and not through the

G 1 inf ti TKT, includi dministration detail . . .
eneralniormation on nciuding administration detal’s Cambridge ESOL office in Cambridge. Fees are payable to the

and downloadable versions of this Handbook and sample
] o local Centre.
materials, can be found by visiting
www.CambridgeESOL.org/TKT How do candidates get their results?
) o ) TKT certificates are issued to Centres approximately two
Course providers and individual candidates can also access . .
. . weeks after receipt of answer sheets by Cambridge ESOL.
the TKT Glossary on this website.
Do candidates need to have taken a particular English
language examination before taking TKT?

No. However, it is advisable for candidates to have a minimum

Support material for teacher trainers is available on the
Teaching Resources website

www.CambridgeESOL. teach/TKT .
ambridge org/teach/ language level of Council of Europe Framework Level B1.

The TKT Course is published by Cambridge University Press in What kind of teaching terminology will be tested in TKT?

collaboration with Cambridge ESOL. This coursebook provides - . .
g P A non-exhaustive list of the teaching terms and their

approximately 60-90 hours of classroom-based or self-access

d dinclud ) rs and definitions which could be tested in TKT can be found in the
t tice t tests. .
study, and mciudes practice tasks and tests TKT Glossary at www.CambridgeESOL.org/TKT

Further support is also available in the form of seminar What is the TKT portfolio?

rogrammes in different countries. Contact Cambridge ESOL .. . . . .
prog & The portfolio is an electronic resource in which candidates

Inf ion for furth il -mailing: . . . .
" orr‘nanon or further details by e-mailing keep a record of their teaching experience, beliefs and
ESOLinfo@ucles.org.uk L .

aspirations for the future. The portfolio does not form part of
the assessment for TKT. Candidates who register for TKT will

receive more information on how to access their portfolio.

Common questions and
answers

Can candidates make notes on the question paper?
Candidates may write on the question paper during the
examination, but their notes will not be marked. Candidates
must complete an answer sheet, which is then scanned.

Does it matter if candidates write in pen or pencil?
Candidates must use a pencil to mark their answers on the
answer sheet. Answer sheets marked in pen cannot be read by
computer.

Is the use of dictionaries allowed?
No.

What is the mark allocation?

One mark is given for each correct answer.

Do candidates have to take all three modules?
No. The modules are free-standing. Candidates may enter for
any number of modules in any order.

What is the pass mark?
Results are reported in four bands. There is no pass or fail.
Candidates receive a certificate for each module taken.

What is the date of the TKT examination?
Dates are set by Centres in consultation with Cambridge ESOL,
taking into account local needs and conditions.
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